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This catchy song and activity will give little ones 
an introduction to reptiles! Print a copy of the 
provided reptile coloring sheet. Then make a copy 
for each child. Display the sheet and explain that 
snakes, alligators, lizards, and turtles are reptiles. 
Further explain that reptiles have dry skin and 
scales. Write the letters R, e, p, t, i, l, and e on your 
board. Then lead students in singing the song 
shown below, pointing to each letter on the board 
as you sing it in the final line. Next, give students a 
copy of the page to color. 

Let’s Learn 
About Reptiles

Reptile Song

Let’s Learn about Reptiles
(sung to the tune of “This Old Man”)

Watch them creep.
Watch them crawl.
Reptiles, reptiles, big and small.
They have dry, scaly skin.
It’s as scaly as can be!
R-e-p-t-i-l-e!

Cindy Hoying
Centerville, OH
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alligator

Name

Name the reptiles.

snake

lizard

turtle
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Youngsters get to know amphibians with this fun 
little song and activity! Print a copy of the provided 
amphibian coloring sheet. Then make a copy for 
each child. Display the sheet and explain that frogs 
and salamanders are amphibians. Further explain 
that amphibians are animals that live part of their 
lives in the water and part on the land. Their skin 
is moist, and they do not have scales. Next, lead 
students in singing the song shown, encouraging 
them to hop like frogs. Repeat the song, prompting 
students to move like salamanders. Then have little 
ones color their own copy of the page.

All About 
Amphibians!

Amphibian Song

All About Amphibians
(sung to the tune of “O Christmas Tree”)

Amphibians, amphibians,
They start out in the water.
Amphibians, amphibians,
And then they move to land.
And if you should see one about,
Then you will know without a doubt!
Amphibians, amphibians,
Like frogs and salamanders.
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frog

salamander

Name

Name the amphibians.



Chomp, Chomp!
Life Science Idea

Little ones learn about the alligator's diet with this hands-on activity! To make an alligator puppet, hot-glue large 
wiggle eyes and white craft foam triangles (teeth) to a green mitten. Put a toy fish, frog, turtle, snake, and bird in a 
sack. Don the puppet and make it "chomp" as you explain that alligators are reptiles with very strong jaws and lots of 
teeth that help them eat other animals, such as fish, frogs, snakes, turtles, and birds. Then invite a volunteer to wear 
the alligator. Encourage her to help the alligator "chomp" its way into the sack and grab an animal. Have her remove 
the gator with its prey and encourage the group to identify the animal. Set the animal aside and continue with other 
volunteers.

/


Critter Lotto
Game: identify amphibians and reptiles

Help youngsters identify amphibians and reptiles with this engaging game! Gather a small group of students and 
give each child a copy of the lotto board provided. Also provide game markers. (For extra fun, use small toy frogs as 
markers or use plastic chips but call them "critter scales.") Call out the name of one of the animals on the board. 
Then have students find one of the critters and cover it with a game marker. Whenever you call "snake," have 
students say, "Ssss" and wiggle in their seats like a snake before covering one of the snake squares. Help students 
recall whether the critter called is an amphibian (frog or salamander) or a reptile (lizard, alligator, turtle, or snake). 
Continue until every square is covered.

/
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Lotto Board



A Buggy Lunch
Gross-Motor Idea

Do your students know that both frogs and salamanders are amphibians that eat bugs? They will after this active 
idea! Gather a supply of plastic bugs and scatter them on the floor on one side of an open area. Have students sit 
on the other side. Say either "frog" or "salamander" and encourage students to hop or scurry like a lizard to the 
bugs, pick up a bug, pretend to eat it, and then use the same locomotor movement to return to their original spots. 
Play the game several times, prompting youngsters to choose different bugs to munch on and alternating critters. 
What an awesome amphibian workout!

/
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Name

Amphibian Exit!
Wonder  Why is Frog hopping?

Draw

Tell

by

Note to the teacher: Give a child a copy of the page provided and ask her why she thinks the frog is hopping. Have her draw to show her answer to the question. Then have her dictate (or 
“write”) to explain her drawing.
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Name

Note to the teacher: Have each child tear assorted shades of green paper into small pieces and glue them to the shell.

Super Shell



In My Tent!
Speaking Idea

Youngsters will be eager to share their thoughts inside this pretend tent! Drape a blanket over a desk or table so it 
resembles an imaginary tent. Have a volunteer go in the tent. Then lead students in reciting the couplet shown. 
Next, prompt the child to share what she would do in her tent on a camping trip, such as listen to crickets, sleep in 
her sleeping bag, or play with her toys. Continue with other volunteers, leading students in reciting the couplet 
between each one.

In my tent—just look at me! 
This is where I want to be.

/


Mmmm, Marshmallows
Idea: beginning sound /m/

What begins with /m/? Why, marshmallow does! Have little ones attach cotton balls to sticks so they resemble 
marshmallows attached to skewers. (For an alternative, attach cotton balls to craft sticks.) Have students sit in a 
circle with a pretend campfire in the middle. Name one of the words shown. If it begins with /m/ like marshmallow, 
prompt students to raise their marshmallows in the air and say, "/m/." If it doesn't, they keep their marshmallows 
lowered and are silent. At the end of the activity, have students pretend to eat their "roasted" marshmallows and say, 
"Munch, munch, munch!"

Suggested words: man, mail, mask, sock, mouse, wheel, yell, heart, may, monkey, mug, top, moon, 
ring, mask, pear, dish, mat, mule, march

/


Sleepy Letters
Idea: identifying lowercase letters

Your little ones will love it when they have "Mama letters" (uppercase letters) put "baby letters" (lowercase letters) in 
a sleeping bag for the night! In advance, get a piece of fabric and fold it in half so that it resembles a miniature 
sleeping bag. Gather a few Mama letter cards and the corresponding baby letter cards. Scatter the Mama cards 
near the sleeping bag. Choose a baby card, hold it up, and recite the chant below. Then prompt a child to name the 
baby letter, find its Mama, and then have the Mama put the baby in the sleeping bag. Continue in the same way until 
all the babies have had a turn in the sleeping bag.

This little letter is a sleepyhead. 
Help his Mama get him to bed!

/


Camping Tales
Sequencing Cards

Use these two sets of sequencing cards for center or group time activities, encouraging little ones to order the 
stories correctly and then "read" the stories aloud.

/


Sequence Cards: Camping
Use for whole-group and center-time sequencing activities.

Building a Fire Toasting Marshmallows
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Gone Camping

Name

  Trace.



Which Tent?
Idea: counting syllables

To prepare for this literacy activity, print out the tent pattern provided and then make two more copies. Cut out the 
tents and then write a different number 1–3 on each one. Print a copy of the cards provided. Then cut them out and 
place them in a bag. Have a child choose a card and name the picture. Encourage students to say the name and 
clap the syllables. Then have the child put the item "in" the correct tent. Have students reflect on whether each item 
would be smart for a camping trip. Continue with each remaining card.

/
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Tent Pattern



Picture Cards
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Picture Cards
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A Fine Flag
Idea: patterning

This simple version of the United States flag is perfect for preschoolers! To make one, get white and red crepe paper 
and cut it into 12-inch lengths. Also gather 9" x 12" white construction paper and star stickers. Cut a four-inch square 
of blue construction paper. To begin, lay crepe paper streamers on the sheet of construction paper to create a white 
and red AB pattern. Touch each streamer to read the pattern aloud. Then glue the streamers down. Next, glue the 
blue square in the upper left hand corner of the project. Finally, attach star stickers to the blue square.

/


Fireworks in the Sky
Idea: identifying numbers, counting

Do you have number cards? Then you're prepared for this whole-group activity! Place your number cards in a bag. 
Then have a child choose a card. Lead students in reciting the couplet below. Then have the child hold up her card 
and prompt students to identify the number. Next, have students open and close their hands like flashing fireworks 
as they count up to the number. Repeat the activity several times.

Fireworks, fireworks in the sky— 
How many fireworks do you spy?

/
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Spark interest in the Fourth of July holiday with 
this fun math chant! In advance, make five copies 
of the firecracker pattern provided. Cut out the 
firecrackers and place them on the floor. Then 
gather youngsters around the cutouts. Lead them 
in reciting the rhyme below, prompting students 
to clap their hands on the word “POP” and then 
removing one of the firecracker cutouts. Repeat 
the rhyme four more times, removing a cutout 
each time and altering the rhyme as needed for 
the  final repetition. 

Five Little 
Firecrackers

Idea: subtraction

Five Little Firecrackers
[Five] little firecrackers, short and round,
Like to make a great big sound!
One gets excited and just can’t stop,
And that little firecracker—it goes POP!
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Firecracker Pattern



The Missing Star
Game: identifying by size and color

Youngsters will love this star-filled game! Cut out a copy of the stars provided and arrange them in the grid shown. 
Gather little ones around the stars. Then have students notice that each star color has a different row and each size 
has a different column. Ask, "Where is the large blue star?" Have a child point to the star. Then ask, "Where is the 
medium red star?" Have a different student point to the star. Next, have students close their eyes as you remove 
one of the stars. Then have them open their eyes. Encourage a child to describe the missing star, making sure he 
describes both the size and color of the star missing. Replace the star. Play several rounds of this game.

/


Star Cards
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Star Cards
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Name Ordinal numbers

Super Stars

Note to the teacher: Give each child a copy of the page. Have each youngster find the first star. Have him color the star blue. Next, have him find the third star. Have him color the third star 
red. Have him find the second star and color it any desired color. Finally, have him touch the stars and say, “First, second, third.”

Listen and do.

Yay!
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 Read aloud Swimmy by Leo Lionni to 
help your little ones learn how teamwork 
gets a job done. Then invite youngsters to 
participate in these engaging activities that 
highlight the benefits of teamwork. 

We’re a 
Team!

One Big Fish!
 To outsmart a hungry tuna, Swimmy and the red 
fish swim close together so they look like the biggest 
fish in the sea! Inspire youngsters to work together 
to create their own big red fish. Draw a large fish 
outline on light blue bulletin board paper. Have 
students work together to fill in the outline with red 
fingerprints (fish). Draw a little black fish for the eye. 
Then have youngsters decorate the paper around 
the fish. Display the project and give students a big 
thumbs-up for a fantastic group effort!

Beat the Clock!
 With this activity, little ones are sure to learn the 
value of teamwork as they race against time! To begin, 
scatter blocks on the floor and place an empty box 
nearby. Time a volunteer to see how long it takes 
him to pick up the blocks and place them in the box. 
Then write down his time and applaud his efforts. 
Scatter the blocks again; then invite several children to 
work together to complete the same task, applauding 
their efforts as well. After jotting down their time, 
help youngsters make a comparison to decide which 
method is faster. Then lead a discussion about the 
importance of teamwork.
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Lead youngsters in singing this fun song to help 
them celebrate the remarkable teamwork displayed 
by Swimmy and the little red fish. In advance, print 
out the fish pattern; then copy the page to make 
a fish for each child. Have him color his pattern 
black and then cut it out so it represents Swimmy. 
Help each child transform Swimmy into a stick 
puppet. Then have students “swim” their puppets 
through the air while you lead them in singing the 
song  below.

Hooray, 
Teamwork!
Social Skills Song

Hooray, Teamwork!
(sung to the tune of “The Itsy-Bitsy Spider”)

Swimmy and some red fish
Swam along one day.
A tuna ate the red fish,
But Swimmy got away!
Then Swimmy showed his new friends
The teamwork they could do.
They could work together nicely
And scare the tuna too!



Fish Patterns
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Teamwork Is for Everyone!
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These printables will make assessing preschoolers a snap! Simply print out the sheets in this packet 
and make a class supply of each one. Before assessing, label the sheet with the child’s name and the 
date. Then follow the directions below to assess your students.

Letter Assessment
Gather uppercase letter cards and shuffle them. Then show each card to the student and have her 
identify the letter. If she knows the letter name, mark it on the sheet with a highlighter. If not, write 
the incorrect letter named in the box with the target letter. Repeat this for lowercase letters. Add any 
necessary notes at the bottom of the page.

Number Assessment
Gather number cards 1–20 and shuffle them. Then show each card to the student and have her 
identify the number. If she knows the number, mark it on the sheet with a highlighter. If not, write the 
incorrect number named in the box with the target number. Next, have the child rote count. Write 
the last number named before a mistake was made in the space provided. Place a desired set of 
manipulatives and have the child count them. Write the last number named before a mistake was 
made in the space provided. Add any necessary notes at the bottom of the page.

Shape Assessment
Point to the circle at the top of the page and ask the child to name the shape. If she names it  correctly, 
make a check mark next to it. If she doesn’t, write the incorrect shape named next to the target shape. 
Next, have the child draw the shape in the space provided. Repeat for each remaining shape.

Color Assessment
Gather crayons in the colors represented. Show each crayon to the child and 
have her identify the color. If the color is identified correctly, put a 
check mark next to the corresponding color on the page. If it’s not, 
write the incorrect color named next to the target  color. 

Tracing Assessment
Have a child use a pencil or crayon to trace the lines on the page. 

Cutting Assessment
Have a child use appropriate scissors to cut each of the lines on the page, 
beginning at the bottom.

Assessment Pages
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Letter Assessment

Name _________________________________________________

Date __________________________________________________

Letter Identification:

Notes:

A B C D E F G H

I J K L M N O P

Q R S T U V W X

Y Z

a b c d e f g h

i j k l m n o p

q r s t u v w x

y z

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________
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Number Assessment

Name _____________________________________________________________

Date _______________________________________________________________

Number identification:

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20

Rote counts to _________________

Counts objects up to _________________

Notes:  __________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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Shape Assessment

 Name ____________________________________________________________

 Date ______________________________________________________________

 Name: Draw:
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Color Assessment

Name _____________________________________________________

Date _______________________________________________________

red

orange

yellow

green

blue

purple

brown

pink

black

red

orange

yellow

green

blue

purple

brown

pink

black

red

orange

yellow

green

blue

purple

brown

pink

black

red

orange

yellow

green

blue

purple

brown

pink

black

red

orange

yellow

green

blue

purple

brown

pink

black

red

orange

yellow

green

blue

purple

brown

pink

black

red

orange

yellow

green

blue

purple

brown

pink

black

red

orange

yellow

green

blue

purple

brown

pink

black
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Tracing Assessment

Name _____________________________________________________

Date _______________________________________________________
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Cutting Assessment

Name ____________________________________________________________________

Date ______________________________________________________________________



Beach Ball Toss
Idea: beginning sound /b/

Show youngsters a beach ball and then have them say the words "beach ball." Prompt them to notice that both of 
the words begin with /b/. Next, help students come up with other words that begin with /b/. (See the suggestions 
below to help them get started). If desired, write the words on your board. Next, say, "beach ball" as you toss the ball 
to a child. Have the child respond by saying a word that begins with /b/ and then toss the ball back to you. Repeat 
the process with the remaining youngsters in your class.

Suggested /b/ words: big, bear, bat, bed, bike, bell, bib, book, bone, boat, bow, box, boy, boot, bus, 
bank

/


A Teddy Bear Picnic
Idea: using a five frame

This math idea uses a supersize five frame and some furry picnic guests. In advance, gather five teddy bear stuffed 
toys. On a length of bulletin board paper, draw a large five frame. Set the five frame on the floor with the teddy bears 
nearby and gather youngsters around. Tell students that there is room at a picnic for five bears. Have students count 
the spaces in the five frame from left to right. Next, tell them that the picnic was at 12:00, but at that time only two 
bears had shown up. Have a child place two bears on the five frame. Ask, "How many seats are left at the picnic?" 
Encourage students to notice that two taken seats plus three empty seats equals five seats altogether. Next, explain 
that another bear has arrived. Have a child put the bear on the five frame. Once again, help students understand 
that three full seats plus the two empty seats equals five seats altogether. Continue until all of the seats at the teddy 
bear's picnic are filled.

/


Ocean Opposites
Idea: opposites

Youngsters need their thinking caps to guess these ocean opposites! Program chart paper with the sentences 
shown, leaving the line blank in the second sentence to write the opposite. Gather students near the chart paper. 
Read the first sentence aloud, emphasizing the word in. Then read the corresponding sentence, pausing at the end 
and prompting youngsters to fill in the missing opposite, out. After confirming a correct response, write the word in 
the blank space. Then lead the group in reading the two sentences, emphasizing the opposite words. Repeat with 
the remaining sentence pairs.

/


Spoon It Up!
Idea: matching numbers to sets

Preparation: Gather a class set of plastic spoons. Then use a permanent marker to label each spoon with a number 
from 1 to 5. Also draw a large ice-cream dish on the board.

Activity: Give each child a prepared spoon and help him identify the number. Draw a desired number of scoops 
(from 1 to 5) in the dish. Lead youngsters in counting to determine the total number of scoops in the dish. Have each 
student holding a spoon with the corresponding number stand and display his spoon to the group. After scanning for 
accuracy, have the students sit down. Then erase the scoops and repeat the activity with a different number of 
scoops.

/


Rubber Bands and Pool Noodles
Center: fine-motor skills

Be prepared for youngsters to stick with this challenge! In advance, gather pool noodles and rubber bands that will fit 
around the noodles. If desired, cut the pool noodles into manageable chunks. Then place the items at your fine-
motor center. A child visits the center and slides the rubber bands onto the pool noodles. What a fabulous fine-motor 
workout!

/


Scoop It Up!
Center: role playing

To prepare for this dramatic-play center, gather a supply of colorful extra large pom-poms (ice cream scoops) and 
place them in your sensory tub. Provide ice cream scoopers and a variety of plastic bowls. Little ones visit the center 
and scoop the ice cream into the bowls. Then they serve the ice cream to their friends. For extra fun, provide a cash 
register, play money, and empty sprinkle containers.

Lynne Wilson 
St. Augustine Manor Child Enrichment Center 
Cleveland, OH

/


Fluffy Words
Center: print awareness

Write a different color word on each of several large cards. Place the cards near a tub of corresponding pom-poms. 
Have a child take a card and read the word. Then invite him to cover the word with matching pom-poms.

/


Critter Sort
Center: counting, sorting sets

Print out the provided sorting cards and then make a class supply. Place the sheets in your center along with 
scissors and resealable plastic pages. A child cuts out the cards. She sets the three and five cards in front of her. 
Then she counts the sets on the remaining cards and places each one next to the appropriate number card. After an 
adult checks her work, she places her cards in a bag and takes them home.

/


Critter Sort

3
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5
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To prepare for this star-spangled performance, 
make sure the United States flag is displayed 
in your room. Also, give each child a length of 
metallic curling ribbon (or curling ribbon in red, 
white, and blue). Then lead them in singing the 
song, prompting them to move the curling ribbon 
through the air as they sing. 

Light the Sky!
Independence Day Song

Light the Sky
(sung to the tune of “She’ll Be Comin’ Round the Mountain”)

See the fireworks light the sky—they light the sky!
See the fireworks light the sky—they light the sky!
See the fireworks light the sky
On this great Fourth of July!
See the fireworks light the sky—they light the sky!

See our flag so way up high—so way up high!
See our flag so way up high—so way up high!
See our flag so way up high
On this great Fourth of July!
See our flag so way up high—so way up high!



Watermelon Wonders
Fine-Motor Center

This exploration center is full of juicy colors reminiscent of watermelons! Attach photos or illustrations of 
watermelons in your center. Also provide black squares of felt or paper. Then gather a variety of manipulatives in 
watermelon colors (black, green, and pink). Types of manipulatives might include linking cubes, craft foam pieces, 
blocks, bottle caps, pipe cleaners, and other items. Youngsters visit the center and make "watermelon designs" with 
the manipulatives on a square of felt. You'll be surprised at the spatial skills, fine-motor skills, and language skills 
youngsters use at this open-ended center!

/


•   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   
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A Big Dig
A ready-to-use center mat and cards

Matching rhyming 
pictures•  •  •

©The Mailbox®

A Big DigMaterials:
center mat
center cards
resealable plastic bag

Preparing the center:
 Cut out the cards and put them in the bag.

Using the center:
 1. A child removes the cards from the bag and 

lays them faceup in the center area. 
 2. She chooses a card, names the picture, and 

finds the card with the rhyming picture.
 3. She places the cards on the mat.
 4. She repeats Steps 2–3 until all the cards are 

placed on the mat.

Learning Centers Club®
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A Big DigLearning Centers Club®



Center Cards
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Center Cards
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Colorful Flip-Flops
Patterning Center

What is the unofficial footwear of July? Flip-flops! Provide strips of white paper (or tan paper so it resembles sand) 
and shallow pans of paint in several colors. Have a child visit the center and choose two colors. Then have her make 
fingerprints on the paper to make a pattern with the colors. Encourage her to read the pattern aloud. Then, when the 
paint is dry, add details to each print so they resemble flip-flops. If desired, add seashell stickers as well!

/


Summertime Booklet

©The Mailbox®

Fold-and-Go Booklet: To make a booklet, cut on the bold line. Fold along the thin horizontal line (keeping the programming to the outside) 
and then fold along the thin vertical line (keeping the cover to the outside). Read each booklet page aloud and have students name other 
things they do during the summer.

I climb.
2

I splash.
1

I like…

summertime.
3

Summertime 
Fun

by _______________________



©The Mailbox®

Name Print awareness

Fabulous Fireworks!

Note to the teacher: Have each child color the fireworks on a copy of this page. Then have her point to each word in the sentence. Next, direct her to attach star stickers in the spaces 
between the words.

I see the fireworks!



Dig It!
Fine-Motor Center

Little ones love to dig—so give them something to dig for! Place a variety of items in your sand table, such as shells, 
driftwood pieces, stones, and plastic coins and jewels. Make a class supply of the shovel page given and provide 
tongs (treasure finder). Encourage a child to use the treasure finder to dig in the sand table and pick up and observe 
the items hidden in the sand. After she's done exploring, have her choose a found item. Next, direct her to color a 
copy of the page and then glue the item to the shovel. Prompt the child to "write" the name of the item she found or 
to dictate the information. If desired, display the papers with the title "Buried Treasure!"

Cindy Barber 
Fredonia, WI

/
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Look what I found!

It’s a _____________________________.



Into the Pool!
Gross-Motor Idea

Place a blue sheet or shower curtain (pool) on the floor. Invite little ones to sit around the edge of the pool; then lead 
a discussion on the importance of safely walking rather than running around a real pool. Next, have students walk 
around the edge of the pool. After a few moments, say, "Into the pool!" and encourage youngsters to get in the pool 
and "splash around." Finally, direct students out of the pool and repeat the activity as time allows.

/


Roll and Glue
Arts and Crafts Idea

Draw lines that are one inch apart on 9" x 12" sheets of colorful construction paper. Place the paper at a table along 
with scissors, markers, a shallow pan of glue, and unmarked sheets of construction paper. A child cuts out several 
strips of paper. Then he rolls a strip around a marker and removes it. Next, he dips the edge of the curled strip into 
glue and sets it on a sheet of paper. He continues with other strips until he is pleased with his work.

Janet Boyce 
Hinojosa Early Childhood and Pre-Kindergarten Center 
Houston, TX

/
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A Treat for Two
Name

 Color.



Fireworks Sculpture
Fireworks Craft

This sculpture is reminiscent of sparklers and fireworks! To make one, gather a variety of pipe cleaners. (Metallic 
pipe cleaners and ones in patriotic colors are particularly attractive!) Also gather air-drying clay. Take a handful of 
clay and form it into a mound on a flat surface. Twirl a portion of a pipe cleaner around a marker and remove the 
marker. Then push the pipe cleaner into the clay. Repeat the process with other pipe cleaners. Then allow the 
sculpture to dry. Happy Fourth of July!

/


Tasty and Refreshing!
Lemonade Craft

Have some printmaking fun with this lovely pitcher of lemonade! To make one, gather a wooden block and a spool. 
Add white and yellow paint to shallow containers and print the provided pitcher pattern. To begin, color a portion of 
the pitcher yellow so it appears to be filled with lemonade. Cut out the pattern and attach it to a sheet of construction 
paper. Next, make white block prints (ice cubes) and yellow spool prints (lemon slices) on the pitcher. What a tasty 
pitcher of lemonade!

Connie D. Massingill 
Dawn 'til Dusk Preschool 
Zionsville, IN

/
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Pitcher Pattern



A Cool Campfire
Campfire Craft

To make this fireplace craft, gather red and yellow paint, a paper plate, a large cardboard tube, and red, orange, and 
yellow squares of tissue paper. Cut the tube into three pieces (logs). To begin, pour a small amount of red and 
yellow paint onto a paper plate. Then use a brush to mix the paint and spread it on the plate. Note that when red and 
yellow are mixed together, they create orange! Then glue the logs to the plate in a desired arrangement. Finally, 
glue crumpled squares of tissue paper to the logs so they resemble flames. It's time to go camping!

/


Storytime: Literacy Ideas for Teachers®
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Put Me in the Zoo
Written by Robert Lopshire

 When a spotted creature wants to be added as a zoo attraction, 
it is rejected. But once it demonstrates what it can do with its 
spots, a young boy and girl encourage it to join the circus instead. 

ideas contributed by Cindy Hoying
Centerville, OH

Where Is the Spot?
Recognizing body parts, following directions

 After a reading of this fun story, give each child a spot. Remind students 
that the creature in the story has spots. Then lead youngsters in reciting 
the rhyme below, encouraging them to place their spots on the body parts 
mentioned and then on a variety of locations during the final two lines!

A spot on my head,
A spot on my nose,
A spot on my chin,
A spot on my toes,
A spot on my elbow,
A spot on my knee.
There are spots, spots, spots
All over me!

Spots on Me!
Contributing to a class book

 What would your little ones do if they had spots? They’ll tell 
you when they create pages for a class book! Give each child a 
piece of white construction paper programmed with the text 
shown. Have her draw a picture of herself. Then have her use 
colorful bingo daubers to add spots to her drawing. Have her 
dictate what she would do if she had spots. Then write her words 
on her paper. Finally, bind youngsters’ work together to make a 
class book and place it in your reading center.
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Print the monkey and banana patterns 
provided and then cut them out. Next, attach 
the patterns to a wall. Lead students in singing 
the song, having a child remove one of the 
bananas when indicated. Sing the song four 
more times, removing a banana each time until 
zero bananas are left.

How Many 
Bananas?

Subtraction Song

How Many Bananas?
(sung to the tune of “London Bridge”)

[Five] bananas in a tree, 
In a tree, in a tree.
Monkey ate one—now I see
[Four] bananas!



Monkey Pattern
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Banana Patterns
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What should you bring to the 
beach? Students find out with this 
song! Make a copy of the cards 
and place them in a bag. Have a 
student choose a card and identify 
the picture. Then lead students in 
singing the song, adding the name of 
the item when indicated. Continue 
with the other picture names.

Going to the 
Seashore

Beach Song

Going to the Seashore
(sung to the tune of “My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean”)

I’m going to go to the seashore
To play in the surf and the sand.
I’m going to bring my [umbrella].
And that is my beach-going plan!
Pack things, pack things,
It’s time to pack things to go to the beach.
Pack things, pack things,
It’s time to pack things for the beach.



Picture Cards
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Sunscreen
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Explain to little ones that ice cream trucks visit 
some neighborhoods. Encourage students to share 
what they know about ice cream trucks. Then 
prompt youngsters to share their favorite flavor 
of ice cream. Next, give several students jingle bell 
bracelets or other instruments that make a jingling 
sound. Lead students in singing the song showing, 
prompting them to shake the instruments when 
indicated. Have little ones pass the instruments to 
different students. Then sing the song again!

The Ice Cream 
Truck

Ice Cream Song

“The Ice Cream Truck”
(sung to the tune of “She’ll Be Comin’ Round the Mountain”)

Oh, the ice cream truck is comin’ down the street!
Oh, the ice cream truck is comin’ down the street!
Oh, it makes my skin just tingle
When I hear that jingle, jingle!
Oh, the ice cream truck is comin’ down the street!

ICE 
CREAM

ICE 
CREAM
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 You can do many things in the classroom with crepe paper streamers! Try out this selection of 
super activities.

•	 Measurement	Give each child a length of crepe paper 
streamer and encourage him to find things in the 
classroom that are longer than and shorter than the 
streamer.

•	 Music Attach lengths of crepe paper streamers to a jumbo craft stick. Have a youngster hold the 
craft stick and move the streamers through the air as he listens to music. 

•	 Gross-motor	skills Arrange eight-foot streamers on the floor. Have volunteers sit at the ends 
of the streamers and hold them in place. Then have other students move about the room by 
jumping, hopping, and stepping over the streamers. 

•	 Sorting Cut crepe paper streamers in rainbow colors and place them around the room. Tell 
students that they are going to capture a rainbow. Play music as students move about the room 
gathering streamers and placing them in a pile. Next, help students sort the streamers and name 
the colors. Karen Reed, Love 4 All Learning Center, Providence, RI

•	 Beginning	sounds Give each child a blue crepe paper streamer. 
Then read a word. (See the list below.) If the word begins with 
/r/ like rain, have youngsters wiggle their streamers like falling 
rain. If the word does not begin like rain, prompt students to 
leave their streamers still. Cindy Hoying, Centerville, OH

•	 Dramatic	movement Give each child a length of streamer. 
Then invite little ones to use the streamers as they explore the 
following creative movements:

Twirl like a tornado Flutter like a butterfly
Zigzag like lightning Hop like a bunny
Bounce like a spring Wiggle like a worm

Word list: rabbit, robot, sun, rug, rock, pig, ripe, cake, 
race, sock, reach, hand, rail, raise, chair, raccoon

Got Crepe Paper Streamers? 
Try These Ideas!
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