
OUR MISSION
The mission of the Truck Driving pro-
gram at Trenholm State Community
College is to prepare the student for an
entry-level career in Truck Driving.
Students are trained to safely operate
five-axle, semi-truck trailer combina-
tion vehicles requiring a Class A Com-
mercial Driver’s License (CDL). 

INDUSTRY
FACTS
Employment of heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers is projected to grow 6 percent
from 2016 to 2026, about as fast as the average for all occupations. The economy
depends on truck drivers to transport freight and keep supply chains moving. As the
demand for goods increases, more truck drivers will be needed. Trucks transport
most of the freight in the United States, so, as households and businesses increase
their spending, the trucking industry should grow. Technological advancements
should result in trucks that are more fuel efficient and easier to drive. For example,
automatic transmissions, blindspot monitoring, braking assistance, and variable
cruise control are all recently developed features that may become more standard
throughout the trucking industries within the next decade. In addition, technological
advances may lead to further developments in platooning, which is a method of trans-
port where several trucks form a line and automatically mimic the speed, braking,
and steering behaviors of the lead truck. These technologies can help ease driver bur-
den and create a safer driving environment for all vehicles. Job prospects for heavy
and tractor-trailer truck drivers with the proper training and a clean driving record
are projected to be very good. Because of truck drivers’ difficult lifestyle and time
spent away from home, many companies have trouble finding and retaining qualified
long-haul drivers. In addition, many truck drivers are expected to retire in the coming
years, creating even more job opportunities. (Source: Bureau of Labor and Statistics
Occupational Outlook Handbook, 2017-2018 Edition)

Get on the road to a new career 
in the truck driving industry.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
(334) 420-4406

H. Councill Trenholm State Community College
Post Office Box 10048 • Montgomery, AL 36108

Phone: (334) 420-4200

www.trenholmstate.edu

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY IN EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT 
It is the official policy of the Alabama Department of Postsecondary Education and H.
Councill Trenholm State Community College that no person shall, on the grounds of race,
color, disability, sex, religion, creed, national origin, or age, be excluded from participation
in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program, activity,
or employment.

POTENTIAL
SALARY 
RANGE
The median annual wage for heavy and
tractor-trailer truck drivers was $43,680
in May 2018. The median wage is the
wage at which half the workers in an
occupation earned more than that
amount and half earned less. The low-
est 10 percent earned less than $28,160,
and the highest 10 percent earned more
than $65,260.

$43,680
Source: Bureau of Labor and
Statistics Occupational Out-
look Handbook, May 2018
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WHAT IS TRUCK DRIVING?
Heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers transport goods from one location to another.
Most tractor-trailer drivers are long-haul drivers and operate trucks with a gross vehicle
weight (GVW) capacity of more than 26,000 pounds. These drivers deliver goods over
intercity routes, sometimes spanning several states.

Heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers typically do the follow:

Drive long distances

Report to a dispatcher any incidents encountered on the road

Follow all applicable traffic laws

Secure cargo for transport, using ropes, blocks, chains, or covers

Inspect their trailers before and after the trip, and record any defects they find

Maintain a log of their working hours, following all federal and 
state regulations

Report serious mechanical problems to the appropriate
personnel

Keep their trucks and associated equipment
clean and in good working order

ESTIMATED PROGRAM 
LENGTH & COST
Award                   Length                            Tuition                     Books 

Certificate             6 Weeks                           $1,985                       $110

ACCREDITATION 
H. Councill Trenholm State Community College is accredited by the Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) to award the Associate in
Arts, Associate in Science, and Associate in Applied Science degrees as well as certificates
in specific occupational areas. Contact the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-
4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of H. Councill Trenholm
State Community College.

Most heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers’ routes are assigned by a dispatcher, but
some independent drivers still plan their own routes. When planning routes, drivers
must take into account any road restrictions that prohibit large trucks. Drivers also
must plan legally required rest periods into their trip. Some drivers have one or two
routes that they drive regularly, and others drivers take many different routes through-
out the country. In addition, some drivers have routes that include Mexico or Canada.
Companies sometimes use two drivers, known as teams, on long runs in order to min-
imize downtime. On these team runs, one driver sleeps in a berth behind the cab while
the other drives. Certain cargo requires drivers to adhere to additional safety regula-
tions. Some heavy truck drivers who transport hazardous materials, such as chemical
waste, must take special precautions when driving, and may carry specialized safety
equipment in case of an accident. Other drivers, such as those carrying liquids, oversized
loads, or cars, must follow rules that apply specifically to them. Some long-haul truck
drivers, also called owner–operators, buy or lease trucks and go into business for
themselves. In addition to their driving tasks, owner-operators also have
business tasks, including finding and keeping clients and doing 
administrative work, such as accounting.




