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Say “Aye!” to Pirate Fun!
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Bubbling Over with Math
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Storytime: Literacy Ideas for Teachers®

Songs & Such
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Five Pirates
Hunting Gold!
Subtraction Song
This song will be so popular, little ones will
ask for it again and again! Cut out five copies of
the provided pirate pattern. Then get a paper
grocery bag and roll the top down two or three
times. Set the bag on its side so it resembles a
cave. Lay the pirates nearby. Lead students in
singing the first verse of the song, prompting a
child to place a pirate in the cave. Sing the song
five more times until all of the pirates are inside
the cave, altering the text slightly during the next
to the last verse as needed.

Five Pirates Hunting Gold!
(sung to the tune of “Five Green and Speckled Frogs”)
[Five] pirates hunting gold,
Hoping they would behold
Treasures that reach up to the sky—oh my!
One pirate was so brave.
He went inside the cave.
Now there are [four] to hunt for gold.
Final verse (sung quietly):
No pirates hunting gold.
No pirates to behold
Treasures that reach up to the sky—oh my!
I went inside the cave.
I was so very brave!
I saw five pirates counting gold! Argh!
Cindy Hoying
Centerville, OH
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Pirate Pattern
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Pirate Pattern
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Find the Treasure!
Center: magnets
Treasure is easy to find when your little pirates have magnets on hand! For this center, gather a variety of bolts and
washers (treasure) and hide them in your sand table. Provide magnetic wands and a shoe box (treasure chest) for
collecting the treasure. Youngsters visit the center and use the wands to search for treasure. When they find a piece
of treasure, they detach it from the wand and place it in the treasure chest.

Pirate Discovery Bottle
Center: sense of sight
These lovely discovery bottles are perfect for helping youngsters explore the sense of sight! Gather a small empty
water bottle for each child. Also gather clean craft sand, colorful beads and coins (treasure), small seashells, and
glitter. To help students in assembling their bottles, provide a funnel. A child visits the center and places the funnel in
a bottle, with help as needed. Then she adds the provided items to her bottle. Finally, she adds water to the bottle.
(For extra fun, add a drop of blue food coloring to the water.) Secure the cap with packing tape or hot glue (for
teacher use only). Then encourage students to explore their discovery bottles!

Match the Coins
Idea: identifying lowercase letters
Youngsters have a great time identifying lowercase letters with these pirate maps! To prepare a pirate map, crumple
a piece of brown Kraft paper and smooth it out again so it looks aged. Next, label the provided coin patterns with
lowercase letters. Then print the coins, cut them out, and attach them to the map. If desired, add a dashed line and
some of the fun pirate-themed clip art provided! To play, gather two youngsters, the map, and plastic coins or junk
jewelry (treasure). Name a letter. When the child spots the letter on the map, prompt him to say, "Aye, aye, matey!"
and place a piece of treasure on the corresponding coin. Continue playing, having the students take turns, until all of
the coins are covered.

To label the coins online, click the print button, type a letter on each coin, and print.

Coin Patterns
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Pirate Clip Art

Beware the Deep!
Gross-Motor Skills Center
Little ones use gross-motor skills to walk this plank! Print copies of the ocean dweller patterns. Then color and cut
them out. Attach them to your floor near a tape line or balance beam (plank). A youngster visits the center and
attempts to walk the plank without stepping near the ocean critters!
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Ocean Dweller Patterns

Name

Terrific Treasure!
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Note to the teacher: Have each child color a copy of this page. Have her use crayons to color the treasure chest. Then have her use glitter pens, sequins, and other craft items to create the treasure.

Name

Wonder What does the parrot see?
Draw

Tell

by
© The Mailbox®

Note to the teacher: Give a child a copy of this page and read the question. Prompt her to draw a picture to answer the question. Then have her dictate
or “write” to describe her picture.

Graduation
Fun!
Preschool graduation will stand out
with these adorable additions!
● • Purchase wrapped Ring Pop candies and place them in a basket near
your door along with a sign encouraging each preschooler to take a
“class ring” when she leaves. Parents and preschoolers will love this
adorable treat! Sue Reppert, Lil’ Sneakers Preschool, Mentor, OH
●
● • Create a display for graduation day! For each child, attach a photo from
the beginning of the school year and the end of the school year on your
wall or bulletin board. Then, below each photo, mount a piece of the
child’s artwork reflecting that time period. Everyone will love to see the
changes in both the child’s appearance and art. Ruth Zabelin, Kleberg
Elementary, Kingsville,TX
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
● • Have students take an exit interview before
graduation day! Print the page provided and
then make a copy for each child. Help each
child answer the questions. Then have students take the surveys home along with their
diplomas. What a great keepsake! Betty
Silkunas, Lower Gwynedd Elementary,
Ambler, PA
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You’re
Graduating!

Name

What have you learned this year?

What are the names of your preschool friends?

What is your favorite book?

What did you love about preschool?
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Off We Go!
Preschool Graduation Song
Have little ones perform this sentimental song
for your classroom graduation ceremony.
Consider having each child wear a graduation
cap. Then lead children in performing this song
and receiving their diplomas before inviting
families for tasty snacks to round out the
celebration!

Off We Go!
(sung to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”)
Goodbye, preschool. Goodbye, preschool.
Off we go, off we go.
We are moving on now. We are moving on now.
Say hello. Say hello!
Goodbye, preschool. Goodbye, preschool.
It’s been fun. It’s been fun!
We have learned so much here. We have learned so much here.
Time to run, time to run.
Cindy Hoying
Centerville, OH
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Busy Preschool Hands
Graduation Craft
This adorable preschool craft is a terrific takeaway from the graduation ceremony! Cut out a copy of the poem
provided and have a child attach it to a 9" x 12" sheet of colorful construction paper. Next, have her write her name
on the paper. Then direct her to press her hands in a shallow pan of paint and make handprints below the poem.
What a sweet project!

Poem Cards

My hands were busy all year through.
There was so much for me to do—
Singing songs and fingerplays,
Touching, clapping, snapping days.
Ooey, gooey, gluey hands,
Hands in paint and hands in sand.
Counting fingers—1, 2, 3,
Writing letters—A, B, C.
Hello, friends, and goodbye too.
My hands were busy all year through.
© The Mailbox®

My hands were busy all year through.
There was so much for me to do—
Singing songs and fingerplays,
Touching, clapping, snapping days.
Ooey, gooey, gluey hands,
Hands in paint and hands in sand.
Counting fingers—1, 2, 3,
Writing letters—A, B, C.
Hello, friends, and goodbye too.
My hands were busy all year through.
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We've Had a Whale of a Year!
End-of-the-Year Display
Direct each youngster to paint a copy of the provided whale cutout. Then help each child make a blue handprint on a
piece of white paper. After the paint dries, trim around the outline of each handprint and personalize each
youngster's whale. Glue each handprint to its corresponding whale to resemble a spout. Display the whales on a
prepared board.

Whale Pattern
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In and Out
Idea: sight words (in, out)
Here's a fun way to familiarize little ones with the words in and out. Use the provided word cards to prepare an "in"
and an "out" card for each child. Begin by giving each student an "out" card. Introduce the word and name the letters
that spell it. Direct each student to use a crayon to trace each letter in the word. Then lead students around the
school looking for doors that lead out. Tape a student-made sign to each one. Repeat the activity for the word in.
You can count on your preschoolers to proudly announce these words as they open and close doors throughout the
school.

Sight Word Cards

in

in

in
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Sight Word Cards

out out out
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out out out
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Two-Letter
Sight Words

M-e....

Literacy Idea and Song
This sight word activity has little ones singing,
clapping, and reading! Cut apart two copies of
the provided word cards. Place cards for four
sight words—eight cards in all—in a pocket
chart. (Save the remaining cards for future use.)
Point to one word card and say that word.
Lead little ones in an appropriate version of the
provided song. Then invite a child to find the
named sight word on another card. Stack the
two cards and put them in the bottom row of
the pocket chart. Continue as described until all
the word cards are in the bottom row.

Sight Word Sing-Along
(sung to the tune of “Good Night, Ladies”)
[M-e] spells [me].
[M-e] spells [me].
[M-e] spells [me].
The word I see is [me].

(Clap as
(Clap as
(Clap as
(Point to

each
each
each
word

M-e....
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letter is named.)
letter is named.)
letter is named.)
card.)

Sight Word Cards

me

we
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Hunting for
Sight Words

it

Literacy Idea and Song

it

Hunting for sight words can be equally as fun as
“hunting for bears”! Choose two words for the hunt.
To create word cards, program one of the
provided cards with a desired sight word.
(The word will then appear in each card
on the page.) Print the desired number of
copies. Then repeat the process with the
second sight word. Cut apart the cards and
scatter them around the classroom. Lead students in the
chant shown. Then have each child collect sight word
cards. (You may want to provide personal containers.)
Ask each child to sort his words into two separate piles.
JeanneMarie Peterson
Purple Crayon Playschool
Charlottesville, VA

Sight Word Chant

it

We’re goin’ on a sight word hunt.
(We’re goin’ on a sight word hunt.)
We’re looking high and low.
(We’re looking high and low.)
We’re excited
(We’re excited)
To find some words we know!
(To find some words we know!)
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Programmable Cards
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Outdoor Sightings
Idea: sight words
Introduce little ones to a variety of words and their meanings when you take your sight word investigation outdoors.
Cut apart a colorful copy of the provided sight word cards. Take the cards outdoors and tape each one to an object
that represents the meaning of the word. For example, tape up to the slide ladder, blue to a blue object, and in on
the classroom door. When little ones first see the cards, they'll ask what each word is. When you reveal the word,
explain its location. Leave the cards in place. Soon little ones will be telling you which word is written on each card!

Sight Word Cards

up

in
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red

yellow
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big

blue
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Outdoor Play Sight Word Cards

little

out
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three

two
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down

can

©The Mailbox®

©The Mailbox®

Name

Cut.

Fido’s Flowers

Glue to match.

in

we

go

©The Mailbox ®

we in
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Sight Words
in, go, we

Squeaky Clean
Idea: number identification, counting
Duck's bath needs some bubbles! Number each of five light blue circle cutouts with a different number from 1 to 5.
Store the cutouts on a plastic soap holder (or something similar). Place the container, a copy of the provided
workmat, and 15 or more light blue pom-poms at a center. A child takes a cutout from the holder, identifies the
number, and places the matching amount of pom-pom bubbles on the tub. He continues until no more cutouts
remain.

Bath Time!
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Bubble Munchers
Idea: identifying numbers, making sets
For this small-group activity, give each student a hand puppet with a mouth that opens and closes. Blow bubbles for
the group. Instruct each child to manipulate her puppet to "eat" bubbles and count each eaten bubble. After a short
amount of time, ask each little one to announce the number of bubbles her puppet ate. Lead students in discussing
which puppet ate the most bubbles, which ate the fewest bubbles, and whether any two puppets ate the same
number of bubbles.

Bunches of Bubbles
Idea: concepts of addition and subtraction
Each child needs five mini rubber balls (or blue pom-poms) to represent bubbles. Place an empty container on the
table. Print the provided rhyme cards.
To investigate the concept of subtraction, begin reading aloud the first verse of the subtraction rhyme. Pause
after "Blow one away" and instruct each child to blow (or tap) one bubble toward the container. Put these bubbles in
the container. Continue in this manner with each remaining couplet until no bubbles remain.
To investigate the concept of addition, keep all bubbles in the container. Lead students through the addition
rhyme with the goal of retrieving five bubbles per child. During each verse, gently tap one bubble to each child,
encouraging the child to catch it. Continue until each child has five bubbles.

Subtraction Rhyme
Five little bubbles, not one more.
Blow one away. Now you have [four].
Four little bubbles, happy as can be.
Blow one away. Now you have [three].
Three little bubbles and a great big achoo!
There goes a bubble. Now you have [two].
Two little bubbles, having lots of fun.
Blow one away. Now you have [one].
One little bubble, the very last one.
Blow it away. Now you have [none].

© The Mailbox®

Addition Song
One little bubble is coming your way.
Now you have [one]—hip, hip, hooray!
One little bubble. It is true.
But here comes another. Now you have [two].
Two little bubbles, happy as can be.
Another one is coming! Now you have [three].
Three little bubbles, add one more.
Yes, here it comes! Now you have [four].
Four little bubbles, what should you do?
Add a [fifth] bubble, and then you are through!

© The Mailbox®

On the Bubble
Idea: comparing volume
Little ones compare liquid measurements when they
help create a solution they can use to blow bubbles!

Materials needed:
1 c. water in clear container
½ c. liquid dish soap
food coloring
2 clear plastic cups
2 pipe cleaners shaped into bubble blowers (or bubble blowers)
spoon
measurement tools for ½ cup, tablespoon, and teaspoon

Steps:

1. Squeeze a few drops of food coloring into the container of water. (Explain
that the food coloring makes the water easy to see.)
2. Measure and pour a half cup of tinted water into each clear plastic cup. Ask,
“Is the same amount of water in each cup?”
3. Show students the tablespoon and teaspoon. Ask, “Which spoon will hold
more liquid? How do you know?”
4. Measure and pour one teaspoon of liquid dish soap into one plastic cup and
stir. Measure and pour three tablespoons of liquid dish soap into the other
plastic cup and stir. Ask, “Which plastic cup has more dish soap?” Then ask,
“How do you know?”
5. Use the bubble blowers. Investigate which bubble solution makes bubbles.
(The solution with more dish soap makes bubbles.)
6. Engage students in using the terms more, less, and the same to compare the
bubble mixtures. Invite students to suggest how both mixtures could be made
to blow bubbles.
© The Mailbox®

Name

Patterning

Oh Boy, Bubbles!
Cut.
		What comes next?
Glue.

Bubbles
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Conversation Cards
Idea: speaking and listening
Print out the cards provided and cut them out. Then place them in a decorative bag. Have a child remove a card.
Read a question from the card and have students express their thoughts and opinions. Repeat the activity with the
second question on the card. Whenever there is an opportunity throughout the month, bring out the bag and discuss
the questions on another card!

Beach
Imagine you are digging in the sand
at the beach. While you are digging,
you find a mysterious tunnel. What
happens next?
Some people bring an umbrella to
the beach. Why do you think they
bring an umbrella? Explain.

Beach
What if you wanted to build a gigantic
sand sculpture? What would your
sculpture look like? Explain.
Pretend you are relaxing on the beach
and a bottle with a message in it floats
ashore. What might the message say?
If you wrote back, what would you say?

©The Mailbox ®
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Beach

Beach

You just finished setting up a picnic
on the beach. All of a sudden, a
huge wave comes ashore and
washes everything into the ocean!
What would you do?
If you could swim to the bottom of
the ocean, what do you think you
might see? Explain.

©The Mailbox ®

Pretend you are sailing on the
ocean and see an island. You
anchor the boat and go ashore.
What happens next?
Imagine you find a beautiful seashell
in the sand. You hold the shell to your
ear and hear someone talking. Who
is talking? What is he or she talking
about?

©The Mailbox ®

Seashells and Starfish
Center: patterning
Print out the cards provided, laminate them, and cut them out. Then place them near your sand table. Encourage
students to lay the cards on the sand (or stick them into the sand) to make patterns. As an alternative, have students
use the cards to create patterns on a tabletop.

Patterning Cards
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Patterning Cards
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Super Sand Castle
Math Game: beach

Youngsters get counting practice when
they build a pretend castle.

Setup

Get a die. Gather a variety of building blocks and
have a small group of youngsters sit around the blocks.

To play

Tell students that they are going to pretend to
make a sand castle! Have a child roll the die and count the dots.
Next, encourage her to count out the corresponding number of
blocks and begin building a castle. Have the next child repeat the
process, adding to the castle. After each child has had a couple
of turns and the sand castle is quite large, say, “Oh no! Here
comes a wave!” Then have students help you knock down the
sand castle as if it has been hit by a wave.

© The Mailbox®
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Quick Crabs
Science Game: beach

This engaging game combines life science
with gross-motor skills!

Setup

Crumple green strips of paper (water plants)

and scatter them around your room. Get a timer. Place a
bucket nearby.

To play

Tell students that they are going to pretend
to be crabs. Explain that many crabs eat water plants. Set
the timer for a few minutes. Then encourage your little
crabs to scuttle about the room, gathering water plants and
placing them in the bucket before the timer rings. Next, have
students help you scatter the plants about the room again. Set
the timer for fewer minutes and play another round. Continue
this game for several rounds, reducing the minutes on the
timer for each round.

© The Mailbox®
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Name

A Day at the Beach
Listen for directions.

5

3
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Directions

1) Point to the umbrella with the number 3 on it. Draw polka dots on the umbrella. 2) Name the number on the other umbrella. Color that umbrella yellow. 3) Circle the turtle that is under the
umbrella. 4) Draw something in the sand.

A Picnic Lunch
Idea: oral language
Sit youngsters in a circle and give a child a
basket holding several play foods. Lead the group
in singing the first song verse as they pass the
basket around the circle. Have the child who is
holding the basket at the end of the first verse
remove a food item. Help him sing the second
verse. Then direct him to return the food to
the basket and pass it to the next child to start
another round.

A Picnic Lunch
(sung to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”)
Let’s all eat a picnic lunch,
Picnic lunch, picnic lunch.
Let’s all eat a picnic lunch,
Full of yummy treats!
I will eat a [strawberry],
[Strawberry], [strawberry].
I will eat a [strawberry].
What a yummy treat!

© The Mailbox®

Picking Watermelons
Idea: letter recognition
Setup: Gather one green plastic egg per child and an
equal number of lowercase foam letter cutouts that
include a w, s, and y. Put one letter inside each egg.

I found the
letter s !

Have children stand in a circle. Place the eggs
(watermelons) inside the circle and direct students to
walk in a circle around them. Lead students in singing
the song one or more times. Then instruct the group
to freeze. Ask each child to pick a watermelon and
remove the letter inside it. Ask, “Who found the w, the
letter that makes the /w/ sound in watermelon?” “Who
found the s, the letter that makes the /s/ sound in seed?”
“Who found the y, the letter that makes the /y/ sound
in yum?” Then have each youngster reassemble her egg
and return it to the center of the circle. Continue play
as time allows.

Picking Watermelons
(sung to the tune of “Pop! Goes the Weasel”)
Lots and lots of watermelons.
Lots and lots to see.
Lots and lots of watermelons.
Is there one for me?

© The Mailbox®

I found the
letter s !

Nighttime Sky
Idea: counting
Setup: Use a star or regular hole puncher to make a different number of punches (stars) in each of ten 3" x 5" black
paper rectangles. If desired, add an 11th unpunched black paper rectangle to represent zero. Glue each rectangle to
a 3" x 5" white or yellow index card.
Activity: Stack the prepared cards facedown so the stars cannot be seen. Say the chant shown. Select a youngster
to pick a card and tell how many stars are in the nighttime sky. Collect the card and repeat the activity. Continue until
every child has taken a turn, returning used cards to the stack as necessary.
Twinkle, twinkle, me oh my!
How many stars are in the sky?

Pick a Card
Idea: color, shape and letter identification
Setup: Copy the provided shape patterns onto different colors of construction paper. Cut out the shapes, write a
different letter on each one, and place the cutouts facedown in your pocket chart.
Activity: Invite a child to pick a card by naming its color and shape. Turn over the card. If the child correctly
identifies the letter shown, remove the card from the pocket chart. If the letter is not correctly identified, turn the card
back over. Continue until every youngster takes a turn or no cards remain.

Patterns: Basic Shapes
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Welcome to the Zoo!
Dramatic-Play Center
Add these animal print ponchos to your dramatic-play area, and imaginations are sure to run wild! To make a
poncho, cut a 27-inch square from animal print fleece and then cut an eight-inch diameter circle in the center of the
square. Zoo-themed animal prints include zebra, tiger, cheetah, leopard, and giraffe. Additional options include a
solid white fleece poncho (polar bear) or a gray fleece poncho (elephant). Since little ones can easily slip into and
out of these ponchos, pretend play will be plentiful!

Sorting Shirts
Center: recognize uppercase and lowercase T
Setup: Prepare T-shirt cutouts (pattern provided) in a variety of colors. Label each cutout "t" or "T." Suspend a
length of clothesline or twine in a traffic-free area. Provide clothespins.

Activity: Little ones can complete this center activity multiple ways and get a bonus fine-motor
workout each time! Direct students to clip only T-shirts labeled with a capital T to the clothesline or
only those labeled with a lowercase t. Ask youngsters to arrange T-shirts on the line in a repeating
pattern of lowercase and uppercase letters. Or have a youngster clip a specific color of T-shirt to the
line and identify the letter on each shirt as either uppercase or lowercase. Now that's a "T-rific" center!

T-Shirt Pattern

©The Mailbox ®

Trace, Name, Stamp
Center: identifying numbers, making sets
Program a provided workmat with numbers. Supply copies of the workmat, ink pads, and small rubber stamps. A
youngster traces a number shape on the workmat, names the number, and then uses an ink pad and a rubber
stamp to make a matching number set. She repeats this for each remaining number. Encourage little ones to
carefully recount each number set to be sure it matches the number shown.

©The Mailbox ®

Finger Gym
Center: building hand strength
This workout builds hand strength—an important part of handwriting preparation. To create a finger gym, place the
materials needed for each of several fine-motor activities in individual tubs. Store the tubs on a shelf labeled "Finger
Gym" or display them on a table. Little ones choose the workout they prefer. Suggested finger gym activities include
the following:
Pinch clothespins (sun rays) around a yellow circle cutout.
Thread pasta onto pipe cleaners.
Use tweezers or tongs to place pom-poms in an ice cube tray.
Cut or hole-punch paper scraps to make confetti.
Tip: Invite early arrivals to spend a few minutes at the gym while they wait for their classmates to arrive.
Mary Ann Craven
Fallbrook United Methodist Christian School
Fallbrook, CA

Watermelon Seeds
Game Center: counting, comparing sets
Setup: For a two-player game, print two game mats (provided) and gather a die and 12 black pom-poms. For each
additional player, provide a game mat and six more pom-poms.
Activity: This game gives students practice with counting and comparing quantities. To play, each youngster takes
a turn rolling the die, counting the dots on the die, and placing the matching number of pom-pom seeds on her
watermelon slice. The players compare their seed sets and determine which set is larger (smaller). Then they
remove the sets and play another round.

©The Mailbox ®

Smells Like Summer
Idea: sense of smell
This small-group activity is sure to bring back memories of summer cookouts. Place a dab of each food listed below
into a separate lidded container (such as a yogurt cup) and then seal the lid. Color and cut out a copy of the
provided cards and place them in your small-group area with the prepared containers. Invite a child to carefully open
the lid of a container, sniff the contents, and replace the lid. Then encourage her to place the container on the
matching picture card. Continue in this manner with each group member until all the foods have been identified.
Challenge older preschoolers to keep their eyes closed while smelling the contents.
ketchup
mustard
onions
pickle relish
watermelon
orange

Picture Cards

ketchup

mustard
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onions

pickle relish
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watermelon

orange
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Picnic Time!
A ready-to-use center mat and cards

• • •

Counting to 10

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Materials:

center mat
center cards
large resealable plastic bag

Preparing the center:

Picnic Time!

Cut out the cards and put them in the bag.

Using the center:

1. A child removes the cards from the bag
and lays them faceup in the center area.
Then he separates the ant cards from the
numeral cards.
2. He chooses an ant card and places it on the
mat. Then he counts the ants and places the
matching numeral on the mat.
3. He flips the cards over. If the backs of the
cards have matching pictures, he places the
cards back in the bag. If the pictures do not
match, he recounts the ants and finds the
correct numeral; then he places the cards in
the bag.
4. He repeats Steps 2 and 3 for each remaining
ant card.

Put.
Count.
Match.

juice

9

7

4

2
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Learning Centers Club®

Picnic Time!

Put.
Count.
Match.

juice
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Name

Picnic Packing

Listen for directions.

Potato
C h ips
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Directions

1) Color the loaf of bread brown. 2) Circle the bag of potato chips. 3) Trace the dog bone. 4) Point to the dog’s collar. Color it green. 5) Think of something you would pack for a picnic. Draw
a picture of the item beside the picnic basket.

Brighten My Day
Father's Day Idea: writing
Here's a sweet and simple project that students can give their fathers for Father's Day. Print the sun pattern
provided and then make copies so that each child has one. Write "Dad" or the name of another adult in the space on
the sun. Then encourage her to color her sun and glue it to the top of a sheet of light blue construction paper. Below
the sun, have her draw a picture of something she does with the person mentioned on the sun. Write her dictated
words describing the picture.

Sun Patterns

You
brighten
my day,
_________________!
©The Mailbox ®

You
brighten
my day,
_________________!
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Is It Summer?
Idea: sorting
Students think about the characteristics of summer with this sorting activity. Print out the cards provided and cut
them out. Then place the cards in a bag. Place two plastic hoops (or yarn circles) on the floor. Label one "Summer"
and the remaining one "Not Summer." Have a child take a card and name the picture. Then have him decide
whether it shows something you would see mostly in the summer or not. Encourage him to place the picture in the
corresponding hoop. Continue with the remaining cards.

Sorting Cards
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Sorting Cards
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Snip, Snip, Snip
Idea: cutting
Youngsters will love this outdoor activity that encourages scissors skills! Bring a container of scissors to your
outdoor play area and place it in a grassy spot. Prompt little ones to use the scissors to trim the blades of grass. The
landscaping company will wonder why that one spot always looks freshly cut!
Brenda Summerfield
Wabash Area Development, Inc., Head Start
Mt. Carmel, IL

Beach-Towel Swim
Idea: gross-motor skills
Beach towels make this gross-motor activity perfect for summer! Have each youngster bring a beach towel to
school. Direct her to lay her towel on the floor. Have students sit on their towels and then guide them through the
following exercises:
Lie on your back and kick your legs as if you were swimming.
Lie on your belly with your arms in front of your head. Pretend to float in the water.
Lie on your belly and move your legs and arms as if you were swimming.
Lie on your back and move your legs out and in several times.
Sit up and move your arms back and forth in the "water."
Stand up and "climb up the ladder" to get out of the pool.

Lots of Dots
Center: fine-motor skills
Little ones make colorful dot sets with this easy-prep math center. A child rolls a jumbo die and counts the number of
dots. She uses a bingo dauber to make a corresponding dot set on a sheet of paper. Then she circles the set with a
marker. She repeats the process several times, circling each set she makes.

Name

A Perfect Posey!

Fine-motor skills
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Note to the teacher: Have each child color the flower center and the bees on a copy of this page. Then have her glue strips of colorful tissue paper to make the flower petals.

Squish Fish
Process Art: exploring color
The beauty of these fish is that they're each one of a kind! To make one, randomly drop two or more colors of
tempera paint on a white paper plate. Stack a second plate on top. Press the two plates together and twist the top
plate back and forth to blend the colors. Remove the top plate and turn it over so the painted surface is on top.
Discard the bottom plate. When the paint is dry, cut a pie-shape mouth from the painted plate. Use this cutout for the
fish's tail. Attach the tail and a wiggle eye, and this fish is ready to display.

Strawberry Prints
Art Project: printmaking

These strawberries look sweet enough to eat!

Pair this project with
the book The Little Mouse,
the Red Ripe Strawberry, and the
Big Hungry Bear by Don and
Audrey Wood.

Supplies for one:

construction paper
sponge(s) trimmed to resemble a strawberry
shallow container of red paint
shallow container of green paint
small plastic glue bottle (leaf prints)
black marker (seeds)
A youngster uses a sponge and the red paint to make several strawberry prints on a
sheet of construction paper. She uses the bottom of the glue bottle and the green paint
to add leaf prints to the berries. Then, after the paint is dry, she uses the black marker
to  add seeds. “Berry” nice!
Deborah J. Ryan
Newberg, OR
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Stunning Shapes
Process Art: collage
This process art is all about creativity and textures. It's a fabulous fine-motor workout too. Provide colorful scraps of
tissue and construction paper for cutting and tearing into smaller pieces; various sizes and colors of pom-poms, craft
feathers, and sequins; and any additional craft items that are small and lightweight. Cut a large basic shape from
Con-Tact covering. Place the cutout sticky-side up on a table. Invite little ones to tear, cut, and press items onto the
sticky surface. When no sticky surface remains, display the artistic endeavor for all to see, cut a different basic
shape from Con-Tact covering, and start the process again. In no time, you'll have a gallery of stunning shapes!

Touchable Jellyfish
Art Project: exploring media

This bright and colorful jellyfish is safe to touch!!

Supplies for one:

6" x 9" rectangle of white construction paper
sidewalk chalk in two or more colors
waxed paper
scissors
glue

Setup: Presoak chalk according to the provided recipe.
Steps:

1. Lay a prepared piece of chalk flat on the paper and push it
around.
2. Repeat with one or more different colors of chalk,
layering the colors for a desired effect.
3. When the chalk is dry, trim the paper into a desired
shape.
4. Glue the cutout on top of a length of waxed paper. Trim
away the waxed paper from the rounded edge. Cut the
bottom of the waxed paper to create tentacles.

Sweet Chalk Soak
This simple solution results in a beautiful
textured design and keeps chalk art from
smudging.

Sugar

Ingredients:
sugar
warm water
Mix equal amounts of sugar and warm
water; then stir to dissolve the sugar. Soak sidewalk chalk pieces in the
mixture for several minutes before using them.
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Storytime: Literacy Ideas for Teachers®

Dragons Love Tacos
Written by Adam Rubin
Illustrated by Daniel Salmieri

Dragons love tacos, and dragons love parties—but if you throw
dragons a taco party, make sure you don’t provide any spicy
salsa. When a little boy does just that, the dragons accidentally
burn down his house. Fortunately, they help him rebuild!
Cindy Hoying, Centerville, OH

A Taco Tune

Reenacting story events
After a read-aloud of this humorous story, lead students in singing this engaging
action song! In advance, give each child a length of orange crepe paper streamer
to use as a prop to represent the dragons’ fire. Then have each child wave the
streamer during the performance when indicated.
(sung to the tune of “Up on the Housetop”)
Dragons love tacos—yes, they do!
Tacos, tacos, all day through.
But there is something you must know.
Don’t add hot stuff—no, no, no!
No, no, no!
Fire blows!
No, no, no!
That house goes!
Dragons love tacos—yes, they do!
Tacos, tacos, all day through.

Rub belly.
Shake pointer finger.
Shake head.
Shake head.
Shake orange streamers
Picture Cards

Rub belly.

Pictu

re C

ard

s
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T Is for Tacos

Beginning sounds
You’re sure to hear giggles with this literacy
activity! In advance, fold a circle of yellow paper
in half and staple the ends so you’ve made a
pocket that resembles a taco. Cut out a copy of
the cards provided and place them in a container.
Also, get a misting bottle filled with water. To
begin, have a child draw a card. If the picture on
the card begins with /t/, the child places the card
in the taco. If it does not, have her set it aside.
If the picture shows a spicy salsa jar, encourage
her to put the card down quickly. Then gently
mist over the heads of youngsters as if there
were a danger of dragon fire! Continue with each HOT
S al s a
remaining card.
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Give a Hug!
Father’s Day Song
Have a fabulous Father’s Day get-together
in your classroom. Consider providing
doughnuts or other treats along with coffee
and juice or milk. Then have students perform
the song and top off the performance with a
great big hug!

Give a Hug!
(sung to the tune of “Clementine”)
Give a big hug, give a big hug
To your Dad on Father’s Day
Say, “I love you—you’re the greatest!”
“You’re the best Dad—hip hooray!”

© The Mailbox®

What Do
You See?
Daytime Chant
Here’s a quick chant and activity that helps
youngsters think about the characteristics
of daytime. In advance, title a sheet of chart
paper “What Do I See in the Daytime?”
Encourage youngsters to name things they
see in the daytime as you write their thoughts
on the chart paper. Next, lead students in
performing the action chant below. Afterward,
guide students to notice whether they
mentioned things that are also mentioned in
the chant.
Suzanne Moore
Tucson, AZ

What Do You See?
What do I see in the daytime skies?
The shining sun,
A bird that flies,
Puffy clouds,
Dancing kites,
Whirlybirds,
Jets in flight.
What do I see in the daytime skies?
Lots of things! I just use my eyes.

Shrug.
Make a circle with your arms.
Flap arms.
Hold hands to indicate a puffy cloud.
Swoop hand through the air.
Circle finger like a helicopter rotor.
Hold arms straight out.
Shrug.
Point to eyes.
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Splish, Splash!
Summer Pool Song
Youngsters play with words when they sing
this engaging song about summer fun in the
pool! After leading them in singing the two
verses, encourage them to come up
with other silly word pairs they can
use in subsequent verses. To help
them along, consider suggesting
words, such as drip, dive, or sun.

Splish, Splash!
(sung to the tune of “Shoo Fly”)
Splish, splash, I’m at the pool
Splish, splash, it is so cool.
Splish, splash, I’m at the pool.
Feel the water, wet and cool!
Continue with the following: Swim, swam
Cindy Hoying
Centerville, OH
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At the Lake
Summer Boat Song
Youngsters get a fine-motor workout with this zippy
little song! After you lead students in a sing-along,
place plastic boats and fishing bobbers in your water
table. If desired, also provide a variety of
plastic manipulatives so students can
explore floating and sinking.

At the Lake
(sung to the tune of “The Mulberry Bush”)
The boats on the lake go fast and slow,
Fast and slow, fast and slow.
The boats on the lake go fast and slow.
That’s how they go!
Continue with the following:
The bobbers so bright go up and down.
The ducks near the edge go quack, quack, quack.
The fish in the lake swim here and there.
The kids in the lake go splash, splash, splash.
Cindy Hoying
Centerville, OH
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Ice Cream Display
Our Favorite Flavors
chocolate
vanilla

strawberry
cookies and cream
Serve up some math practice with this cool graphing display. Use yarn to make four rows on a board. Label
each of four blank cards with a different ice cream flavor. Post one card in each row. Have each youngster choose
her favorite from the posted flavors and color an ice cream scoop cutout (see the pattern provided) to match.
Help each child attach her scoop to the board in the corresponding row. Finally, discuss the results of the graph
with the group. Incorporate the words more, fewer, most, least, and equal as appropriate.

*

		Variations
• A Tasty Treat!
Invite each youngster to create a new ice cream flavor and to
decorate an ice cream scoop to show what it would look like.
Attach the scoop to a cone cutout. Ask each child to name her
ice cream flavor as you write it on her cone.
• It’s Been a “Scooper” Year
Have each child draw his favorite memory from the school year
on an ice cream scoop cutout. Post the completed scoops in a
large ice cream dish cutout.
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Chocolate
banana
swirl

Ice Cream Scoop Pattern
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Classroom Times
Teacher:
Date:

Look What We’re Studying. . .

Superstars

Reminders

Help Wanted
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Date:
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